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Stater~ tt

We have revii;wed the problem statements and attendant objectives and find that our prior
input vi~t BDOC ha., been adequately reflected.

Ecosystem quality

We are quite pleased with the degree to which habitat is now playing a substantial role
in the development 0 t" the Plan. The process being followed appears to be successfully achieving
a consensus around le values and functions of habitat that are important. We. are ¢.oucerned that
the technical basis u on which the next steps in coming up with a restoration plan--defining how
much of what types i of habitat is needed where, and what time table cad be set fortt, for its
restoration or ereatic n-As inadequate. We believe that the Bay Area Wetlands Habitat Goals
Project is a valuabl~ model for bringing science and potiey together in such a go’,d setting
process. We will l~e sending you more information about this project nnde, r separate cover.

Wa~er Quality

In the area el water quality, we urge you to keep the "may" statements in the Problem
Statement. There i~ a substantial amount of evidence that po].Iutants may cause ecological
problems, but very li tie direct evidence. This m~y make polIutant reduction a lower priority for
immediate, action, ut to only include those problems where there is certainty oct caus~ and
effects would relieve CalFed of ensuring that uncertainties are addressed in the long ran. We
belb~e that mvt~itcJ~ ~g and special studies developed to evaluate progress should be required to
address such uncerta inties, and in the long run develop the information needed to remove the
uncertainty.
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Mission Statelnent

Restoring E¢ ologicai Health, We would urge you to retain the language referring to
"~’estodu~ ~vl~gica. h~’alth", Restoration used hem clearly means re-establishing the functions
and values that ha~ : been idsndfied in the planning process, no~ returning to some historic
condition. We haw and do advocate thorough analysis of historic conditions in the planning
process. It help~ ~.� m ~mderstaud what the system would tend to do if unfettered by human
intervention, it also lelps us understand the functions and values the system once provided. But
the point of lfistoric~ I ~ialy~is is ~o hell3 us move forward in a ration!l way,, no~ ~o fu~le a~e.,m.p.t
to return to past con. fitions. A great deal of thinldng about the concept of ecologic~ health is
going on at ths pros mt time. We wil! be sending you additional materials on this topic u~der
.~eparate cover.

C~mpmhens~ ~¢n~ss of Plau. Since the plan will not address activities to increase habitat
or reduce pollution., 0urces within the Bay, it cam2ot re’ally be considered a comprehensive plan
to restore the ecolo~ ical health of the Bay-Delta system. A mo~e accurate statement would be
that you are de.valeI ing a comprehensive plan to restor~ the ecological health of the Delta and
in so doing enhancel the ecological health of the Bay-Delta system. Such convoluted laaguage
would ce~ahfly, ho~,~vvr, tak~ th~ "punch" out of your mission stateroom, SO I wouldn’t really
expect you to use it. I would like to see some acknowledgement of this point in text, however.
In particular, it sho~ld be noted that the CaiFed PIan, together with the management actions
tak{n~..Dlace in the. ]~a¥ area, through t_ha CCM’P and other efforts, can result in ~ truly
compreher~sNe appr~ach.
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